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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-15 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102(e) 

The following is quotation of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) which form the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Burke et al., (Pat. No. US 6,789,252 B1) (hereinafter 'Burke 1 ). 

3. As to claim 1 , Burke discloses a method comprising: (i) defining, in 
configuration data of a computer system (Fig. 33 - business object definition 
methodology configuration and implementation; Fig. 42 - how the Product 
Composition System can be used to create a typical composite specification 
configuration; Col. 38, Lines 30-32; Fig. 43; Col. 38, Lines 33-36; Fig. 49; Col. 16, 
Lines 53-57 - the choice among these categories is a matter of configuration by 
the user; Col. 16, Line 62 through Col. 17, Line 4; Fig. 29; Col. 29, Lines 22-24; 
Figs. 52-53), a business process in terms of what activities (Col. 6, Lines 25-26; 
Col. 1 7, Lines 24-30 - a view can be provided for each activity involved with the 
collection and derivation of specification content, and for each activity involved 
with the understanding or applied use of sub-view within the activities of the 
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business; Col. 53, Lines 1-41) the business process comprises; and (ii) defining, 
in the configuration data, a behavior of each activity of the business process with 
respect to a business object acted on by the business activity (Fig. 5, with 
contribution and behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 
18-21; Col. 18, Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, 
Col. 52, Lines 30-31 ; Col. 53, Lines 35-37), for a plurality of process control 
elements (Fig. 3, i.e., Schedule Processing, Tracking Progress; Fig. 41, Graphic 
1 - Linking Specification Detail to Process Steps, Process Step CR... Process 
Step P2...; Col. 3, Lines 1-10; Col. 5, Lines 18-20; Col. 5, Lines 48-58 - such a 
system must support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a 
consistent user interface for the viewing, understanding, exchanging, and 
processing said definitions/specifications) including a status element (Col. 23, 
Lines 33-38; Col. 48, Lines 14-41 , i.e., the status of the counter changes to 
"withdrawn"; the status of the bid or counter changes to "rejected"; the status of 
the posting, bids, and counters changes to "expired"), a user interface element 
(Fig. 49, inbound product interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 
17-28 - such a system must support end user creation of 
definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface fro viewing, 
understanding, exchanging, and processing such definitions/specifications; Col. 
7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a dynamic user interface that 
enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 
73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 25, Lines 19-25), a plausibility 
check element (Fig. 10, Check Conformance; Fig. 43, Fig. 43, Capability Check; 
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Col. 9, Lines 56-58; Col. 19, Lines 21-26 - as well as compliance checking; Col. 
23, Lines 25-29; Col. 23, Lines 44-47; Col. 32, Lines 17-22; Col. 35, Lines 11-15 
- during the transfer, data is automatically validated), a release element (Col. 14, 
Lines 65-67; Col. 17, Lines 45-54 - applicabilities determine the participation of 
definition ingredients in a released revision of the object definition; Col. 22, Lines 
1-7; Col. 21, Lines 33-36), and an authorization element (Col. 15, Line 22 - the 
process for authoring an Object Identity; Col. 41 , Lines 42-47). 

4. As to claim 3, Burke discloses a system comprising: a processor (Col. 30, 
Lines 6-9; Fig. 29; Col. 29, Lines 27-30; Col. 84, Line 4 - a processor 
programmed to); a memory (Fig. 29, element 1 13 - disk drive; Col. 29, Lines 37- 
40) coupled to the processor and storing instructions executable by the 
processor to configure business application software, the instructions 
implementing a method including: presenting an option to define a business 
process in terms of what activities the business process comprises (Col. 6, Lines 
25-26; Col. 17, Lines 24-30 - a view can be provided for each activity involved 
with the collection and derivation of specification content, and for each activity 
involved with the understanding or applied use of sub-view within the activities of 
the business; Col. 53, Lines 1-41); based on user input, setting values in 
configuration data corresponding to a defined process (Fig. 33 - business object 
definition methodology configuration and implementation; Fig. 42 - how the 
Product Composition System can be used to create a typical composite 
specification configuration; Col. 38, Lines 30-32; Fig. 43; Col. 38, Lines 33-36; 



Application/Control Number: 10/812,938 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2192 

Fig. 49; Col. 16, Lines 53-57 - the choice among these categories is a matter of 
configuration by the user; Col. 16, Line 62 through Col. 17, Line 4; Fig. 29; Col. 
29, Lines 22-24; Figs. 52-53); presenting an option to define a behavior of each 
activity of the business process with respect to a business object for each of a 
plurality of process control elements (Fig. 3, i.e., Schedule Processing, Tracking 
Progress; Fig. 41, Graphic 1 - Linking Specification Detail to Process Steps, 
Process Step CR... Process Step P2...; Col. 3, Lines 1-10; Col. 5, Lines 18-20; 
Col. 5, Lines 48-58 - such a system must support end user creation of 
definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface for the viewing, 
understanding, exchanging, and processing said definitions/specifications) 
including a status element (Col. 23, Lines 33-38; Col. 48, Lines 14-41, i.e., the 
status of the counter changes to "withdrawn"; the status of the bid or counter 
changes to "rejected"; the status of the posting, bids, and counters changes to 
"expired"), a user interface element (Fig. 49, inbound product interfaces, inbound 
customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system must support end user 
creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface fro 
viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a plausibility check element (Fig. 49, inbound product 
interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system 
must support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent 
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user interface fro viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a release element (Col. 14, Lines 65-67; Col. 17, Lines 45-54 - 
applicabilities determine the participation of definition ingredients in a released 
revision of the object definition; Col. 22, Lines 1-7; Col. 21 , Lines 33-36), and an 
authorization element (Col. 15, Line 22 - the process for authoring an Object 
Identity; Col. 41, Lines 42-47); and based on user input, setting values in the 
configuration data corresponding to a defined behavior (Fig. 5, with contribution 
and behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 18-21; Col. 
18, Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, Col. 52, 
Lines 30-31 ; Col. 53, Lines 35-37). 

5. As to claim 7, Burke discloses a machine-readable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions to perform a method comprising: presenting an 
option to define a business process in terms of what activities the business 
process comprises (Col. 84, Lines 1-16 - a system for creating a computer- 
processable definition of a business object; Col. 6, Lines 25-26; Col. 17, Lines 
24-30 - a view can be provided for each activity involved with the collection and 
derivation of specification content, and for each activity involved with the 
understanding or applied use of sub-view within the activities of the business; 
Col. 53, Lines 1-41); based on user input, setting values in configuration data 
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corresponding to a defined process (Fig. 33 - business object definition 
methodology configuration and implementation; Fig. 42 - how the Product 
Composition System can be used to create a typical composite specification 
configuration; Col. 38, Lines 30-32; Fig. 43; Col. 38, Lines 33-36; Fig. 49; Col. 16, 
Lines 53-57 - the choice among these categories is a matter of configuration by 
the user; Col. 16, Line 62 through Col. 17, Line 4; Fig. 29; Col. 29, Lines 22-24; 
Figs. 52-53); presenting an option to define a behavior of each activity of the 
business process with respect to a business object for each of a plurality of 
process control elements (Fig. 3, i.e., Schedule Processing, Tracking Progress; 
Fig. 41, Graphic 1 - Linking Specification Detail to Process Steps, Process Step 
CR... Process Step P2...; Col. 3, Lines 1-10; Col. 5, Lines 18-20; Col. 5, Lines 
48-58 - such a system must support end user creation of 
definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface for the viewing, 
understanding, exchanging, and processing said definitions/specifications) 
including a status element (Col. 23, Lines 33-38; Col. 48, Lines 14-41, i.e., the 
status of the counter changes to "withdrawn"; the status of the bid or counter 
changes to "rejected"; the status of the posting, bids, and counters changes to 
"expired"), a user interface element (Fig. 49, inbound product interfaces, inbound 
customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system must support end user 
creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface fro 
viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
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68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a plausibility check element (Fig. 49, inbound product 
interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system 
must support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent 
user interface fro viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a release element (Col. 14, Lines 65-67; Col. 17, Lines 45-54 - 
applicabilities determine the participation of definition ingredients in a released 
revision of the object definition; Col. 22, Lines 1-7; Col. 21, Lines 33-36), and an 
authorization element (Col. 1 5, Line 22 - the process for authoring an Object 
Identity; Col. 41 , Lines 42-47); and based on user input, setting values in the 
configuration data corresponding to a defined behavior (Fig. 5, with contribution 
and behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 18-21; Col. 
18, Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, Col. 52, 
Lines 30-31 ; Col. 53, Lines 35-37). 

6. As to claim 9, Burke discloses a method comprising: reading 
configuration data to determine a behavior of a business activity with respect to a 
business object, wherein the behavior is defined in the configuration data in 
accordance with a plurality of process control elements (Fig. 3, i.e., Schedule 
Processing, Tracking Progress; Fig. 41, Graphic 1 - Linking Specification Detail 
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to Process Steps, Process Step CR... Process Step P2...; Col. 3, Lines 1-10; Col. 
5, Lines 18-20; Col. 5, Lines 48-58 - such a system must support end user 
creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface for the 
viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing said 
definitions/specifications) including a status element (Col. 23, Lines 33-38; Col. 
48, Lines 14-41 , i.e., the status of the counter changes to "withdrawn"; the status 
of the bid or counter changes to "rejected"; the status of the posting, bids, and 
counters changes to "expired"), a user interface element (Fig. 49, inbound 
product interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a 
system must support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a 
consistent user interface fro viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing 
such definitions/specifications; Ceil. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives 
a dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a plausibility check element (Fig. 49, inbound product 
interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system 
must support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent 
user interface fro viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25), a release element (Col. 14, Lines 65-67; Col. 17, Lines 45-54 - 
applicabilities determine the participation of definition ingredients in a released 
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revision of the object definition; Col. 22, Lines 1-7; Col. 21, Lines 33-36), and an 
authorization element (Col. 15, Line 22 - the process for authoring an Object 
Identity; Col. 41 ; Lines 42-47); and performing the business activity in 
accordance with the configuration data (Fig. 5, with contribution and behavior 
controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 18-21; Col. 18, Lines 60- 
63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, Col. 52, Lines 30-31; Col. 
53, Lines 35-37). 

7. As to claim 2 (incorporating the rejection in claim 1 ), Burke discloses the 
method further comprising performing an activity of the business process in 
accordance with a corresponding defined behavior (Fig. 5, with contribution and 
behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 18-21; Col. 18, 
Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, Col. 52, Lines 
30-31; Col. 53, Lines 35-37). 

8. As to claim 4 (incorporating the rejection in claim 3), Burke discloses the 
system the method further comprising performing the business process or an 
activity thereof in accordance with the configuration data (Fig. 5, with contribution 
and behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, Lines 18-21; Col. 
18, Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; Col. 52, Col. 52, 
Lines 30-31; Col. 53, Lines 35-37). 
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9. As to claim 5 (incorporating the rejection in claim 3), Burke discloses the 
system the method further comprising associating respective configuration 
values with retrieval parameters (Fig. 37-2, Retrieval Methods; Col. 25, Lines 28- 
31 ; Fig. 41 ; Col. 27, Lines 5-9; Col. 59, Lines 1 1 -1 3). 

10. As to claim 6 (incorporating the rejection in claim 5), Burke discloses the 
system the method further comprising reading configuration values based on the 
retrieval parameters (Fig. 37-2, Retrieval Methods; Col. 25, Lines 28-31; Fig. 41; 
Col. 27, Lines 5-9; Col. 59, Lines 11-13), and controlling a behavior of the 
business process or an activity thereof based on the configuration values (Fig. 5, 
with contribution and behavior controlled by role; Col. 14, Lines 27-38; Col. 15, 
Lines 18-21; Col. 18, Lines 60-63; Col. 26, Lines 34-37; Col. 34, Lines 49-65; 
Col. 52, Col. 52, Lines 30-31 ; Col. 53, Lines 35-37).. 

11. As to claim 8 (incorporating the rejection in claim 7), Burke discloses the 
machine-readable medium, the method further comprising associating respective 
configuration values with retrieval parameters (Fig. 37-2, Retrieval Methods; Col. 
25, Lines 28-31; Fig. 41; Col. 27, Lines 5-9; Col. 59, Lines 11-13). 

12. As to claim 10 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein values in the configuration data corresponding to the business 
activity are read based on a retrieval parameter (Fig. 37-2, Retrieval Methods; 
Col. 25, Lines 28-31; Fig. 41; Col. 27, Lines 5-9; Col. 59, Lines 11-13) 
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corresponding to a process control area of the business activity (Fig. 3, i.e., 
Schedule Processing, Tracking Progress; Fig. 41, Graphic 1 - Linking 
Specification Detail to Process Steps, Process Step CR.. .Process Step P2...; 
Col. 3, Lines 1-10; Col. 5, Lines 18-20; Col. 5, Lines 48-58 - such a system must 
support end user creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent user 
interface for the viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing said 
definitions/specifications). 

1 3. As to claim 1 1 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein the status element relates to a stage of a business process that 
includes the business activity (Col. 23, Lines 33-38; Col. 48, Lines 14-41, i.e., the 
status of the counter changes to "withdrawn"; the status of the bid or counter 
changes to "rejected"; the status of the posting, bids, and counters changes to 
"expired"). 

14. As to claim 12 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein the user interface element relates to at least one of an 
appearance and operability of a user interface for handling the business object 
(Fig. 49, inbound product interfaces, inbound customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 
17-28 - such a system must support end user creation of 
definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface fro viewing, 
understanding, exchanging, and processing such definitions/specifications; Col. 
7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a dynamic user interface that 
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enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 
73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 25, Lines 19-25). 

15. As to claim 13 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein the plausibility check element relates to plausibility checks on 
data relating to the business object (Fig. 49, inbound product interfaces, inbound 
customer interfaces; Col. 4, Lines 17-28 - such a system must support end user 
creation of definitions/specifications through a consistent user interface fro 
viewing, understanding, exchanging, and processing such 
definitions/specifications; Col. 7, Lines 7-12 - this ontology definition drives a 
dynamic user interface that enables the user to create, extend and use ...; Fig. 
68; Col. 12, Lines 6-7; Fig. 73; Col. 12, Lines 17-19; Col. 22, Lines 31-33; Col. 
25, Lines 19-25). 

16. As to claim 14 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein the release element relates to an approval for the business 
object to be acted on by a subsequent activity (Col. 14, Lines 65-67; Col. 17, 
Lines 45-54 - applicabilities determine the participation of definition ingredients in 
a released revision of the object definition; Col. 22, Lines 1-7; Col. 21, Lines 33- 
36). 

17. As to claim 15 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9), Burke discloses the 
method wherein the authorization element relates to an authorization to act on 
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the business object (Col. 15, Line 22 - the process for authoring an Object 
Identity; Col. 41 , Lines 42-47). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• M. Blevins, Collaborative Business Plug-In Framework (Pub. No. US 
2004/0221261 A1) 

• M. K. Bowman-Amuah, System, Method and Article of Manufacture for 
A Persistent State and Persistent Object Separator In An Information 
Services Patterns Environment (Pat. No. US 6,442,748 B1) 

• C. Sproule, System and Method for the Composition, Generation, 
Integration and Execution of Business Process over a Network (Pub. 
No. US 2004/0133876 A1) 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ben C. Wang whose telephone number is 
571-270-1240. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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